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What area of planet earth gets to 
    celebrate the New Year first? 
 

Å Greenwich, 
       England 
Å Christmas Island, 
       Kiribati (near 
       Samoa) 
Å Okinawa, U.S. 
       territory 
Å Sydney, Australia hƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мрΣ мфстΣ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴ .ŀȅ tŀŎƪŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ 

[ŜŀƎǳŜ ǎƳŀǎƘ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ [ŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ Yŀƴǎŀǎ /ƛǘȅ /ƘƛŜŦǎΣ 
ор-млΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ-ŜǾŜǊ !C[-bC[ ²ƻǊƭŘ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΣ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ 
{ǳǇŜǊ .ƻǿƭ LΣ ŀǘ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ /ƻƭƛǎŜǳƳ ƛƴ [ƻǎ !ƴƎŜƭŜǎΦ  CƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ мфсл 
ŀǎ ŀ ǊƛǾŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bC[Σ ǘƘŜ !C[ ǿŀǎ ǎǝƭƭ ŬƴŘƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ǿŀȅ ƛƴ мфстΣ ϧ ǘƘŜ 
tŀŎƪŜǊǎ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ ŦŀǾƻǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜΦ  !ǎ сл Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘǳƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǝƻƴ ǳƴŦƻƭŘ ƻƴ ǘŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛŜŦǎ 
ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ƛǘ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ƘŀƭŦΣ ϧ ōȅ ƘŀƭƊƛƳŜ DǊŜŜƴ .ŀȅ ǿŀǎ 
ŀƘŜŀŘ Ƨǳǎǘ мп-млΦ  ¢ƘŜ tŀŎƪŜǊǎΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōǊŜŀƪ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ 
ǿƛŘŜ ƻǇŜƴΣ ǎŎƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǝƳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƘŀƭŦΦ  ¢ǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ 
ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ !C[ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ŘƻǳōǘŜǊǎ ōȅ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ŬǊǎǘ 

ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΣ ǿƘŜƴ WƻŜ bŀƳŀǘƘ ƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ WŜǘǎ ǘƻ ŀƴ ǳǇǎŜǘ 
ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ .ŀƭǝƳƻǊŜ /ƻƭǘǎ ƛƴ {ǳǇŜǊ .ƻǿƭ LLLΦ   IƛǎǘƻǊȅΦŎƻƳ 

åConsult not your fears but your hopes and 
your dreams.  Think not about your  

frustrations, but about your unfulfilled 
potential.  Concern yourself not with what you 

tried and failed in, but with what it is still 
possible for you to do.æ 

-  Pope John XXIII 



 
Janus was the Roman god of doors, choices, beginnings & endings.  The first month of the 

year is named January after him.  He is usually depicted with two faces, one on each side 

of the head.  He was one of the earliest gods of Rome, sometimes referred to as the ògod 

of godsó or diuom deo.  He is often shown with beards on both faces, but originally, Janus 

was depicted with one bearded face & another one clean-shaven, which may have 

symbolized the moon & sun, or age & youth.  He looks both towards the future & the past 

at the same time, one face looking back on the year departed, & one looking forward to the 

new year ahead.  As the Roman God of Beginnings, his name was an 

obvious choice for the first month of the year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Resolving to change & improve yourself is an almost 

unavoidable part of the transition to a new year. 

Hereõs a quick look back at how the New Yearõs resolution 

tradition got started. 
 

The ancient Babylonians are said to have been the first to make 

New Yearõs resolutions, some 4,000 years ago.  During a 

12-day religious festival known as Akitu, they made promises to 

their gods to pay their debts & return objects 

they had borrowed.  
 

A similar practice occurred in ancient Rome, after emperor  

Julius Caesar established January 1 as the beginning of the 

new year, circa 46 BC.  Named for the god Janus, the Romans 

offered sacrifices to the deity & made promises of good 

conduct for the coming year. 
 

For early Christians, the first day of the new year became the 

traditional occasion for thinking about oneõs past mistakes & 

resolving to do & be better in the future.  In 1740, English 

clergyman John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, created the 

Covenant Renewal Service, also known as watch night services. 

Watch night services held on New Yearõs Eve were spent  

praying and making resolutions for the coming year. 
 

Despite the traditionõs religious 

roots, New Yearõs resolutions 

today are a mostly secular 

practice. Instead of making 

promises to the gods, most 

people make resolutions to 

themselves, & focus purely on 

self-improvement.  Only 8% are 

successful in achieving their 

goals. But that dismal record 

probably wonõt stop people 

from making resolutions 

anytime soon - after all, weõve 

had 4,000 years of practice! 
 

          www.history.com 

 

1st ƀ New Yearôs Day 
10th ƀ Peculiar People Day 
13th ƀ Friday the 13th 
15th ƀ Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day 
25th ƀ Opposite Day 

28th ƀ National Kazoo Day 
31st ƀ Total Lunar Eclipse 

1st ƀ Paul Revere 
8th ƀ Elvis Presley 

15th  ̔Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
17th ƀ Benjamin Franklin 

17th ƀ Al Capone 
17th ƀ Mohammad Ali 
27th ƀ Wolfgang Mozart 

30th  ̔Franklin D. Roosevelt 

 

The Guinness World Record title of 3,910 
kazooists was set on March 14, 2011, 
when the Royal Albert Hall  
crowd joined a star -studded  
kazoo band to perform  
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